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RACIST PRESS GANG 


If we thought we had seen the end of overtly anti-immigration hysteria in 
the public prints after that disgraceful summer of 1976, then this month we 
were sadly disabused. The flights to Heathrow carrying people from the 
Indian sub-continent trying to visit families and friends before being forced 
to queue for months for visas in order to enjoy the privilege, once again 
brought out the very lowest and most evil in Fleet Street reporting on 
immigration. 

It was almost exactly ten years ago that the press, the tabloids in 
particular, launched a sustained campaign of hysteria over the Malawi 
Asians, the Robert Relf imprisonment, and the Hawley Report on possible 
future migration from the sub-continent. Upon a base constructed by front- 
page tabloid race hate, the NF got the biggest boost to its electoral fortunes 
in its entire history. 

Since then, though the racism was still there, the expression of prejudice 
had been altogether more crafty. Until now. 

The Sun, perhaps predictably, paraphrased the Labour Shadow Home 
Secretary’s criticisms of the chaos at Heathrow into the simple headline: 
“Kaufman — let them all in’. The Standard in London screamed “Asians 
still flooding in” which was curiously amended in its later editions to 
“They’re still flooding in”. They may have thought the change would deflect 
accusations of racism but one can be sure the message wasn’t lost on the 
readers. Even in The Times you had to struggle towards the end of a 
continuation inside the paper of a front page article to discover that the 
people “trying to get in” were actually short-term visitors rather than 
would-be settlers. 

The tabloids systematically ignored this and presented the whole issue as 
one of visa-busting cheats trying to sneak into Britain to live. 

The old principle that you can lie by omission just as you can by 
presenting falsehood seems to have been lost on Fleet Street. We shall see, 
perhaps, whether it is still recognised by the Press Council. 

But then, of course, headlines like ‘Tourists still flooding in’ would not 
have quite the same dramatic impact. Perhaps the fact that Mrs Thatcher 
will go to America and plead for more visitors and yet construct obstacles 
for those coming from the Indian sub-continent and East Africa, only tells 
us something about her and her motives that we have actually known for 
some time. 
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NF involvement in Northern Ireland 
politics deepened last month with 
the announcement that leading 
member John Field is to take up 
permanent residence there. 


This follows recent visits to the province 
by NF chief Nick Griffin and other 
Directorate members to cement links 
between the organisation and Loyalist 
paramilitaries. 

It is indisputable that the Front has 
enjoyed a small measure of success in 
Northern Ireland — where, it says, the 
‘National Revolution’ has begun — setting 
up branches in Loyalist areas and hawking 
extreme sectarian literature in East 
Belfast. 

This progress — in stark contrast to their 
current dismal situation on the mainland — 
probably stems from their enthusiasm for 


John Fields (right) and Nick Griffin peddle NF messag 


Front’s ‘fixer’ with paramilitaries 
moves full time to Northern Ireland 





om 


e in Northern Ireland 


joining in Loyalist riots and attacks on the 
police. 

It is also possible that the Protestant 
terror gangs who roam the Six Counties 
were impressed by the arrest, at the 
beginning of the summer, of Northern 
Ireland NF treasurer, Andy McLorie, 
accused of plotting to petrol bomb the 
home of a sergeant in the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary. 

It is known that John Field has been the 
key ‘fixer’ between the nazis and the UDA 
and UVF for a considerable period. 

On his own admission, Field has been 
travelling to and fro across the Irish Sea 
since 1981 and his decision to live there and 
find work reflects his organisation’s 
obsessive urge to shift away from building a 
mass movement and towards the politics of 
terror. 

Field told reporters that the Front 





Front marches to back loyalists 








1982: NF joins loyalists marching against the Pope’s visit to Britain. Below: Steve Brady, Fields and Roger Denny join the loyalist throng. 
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planned to contest elections “in areas with 
safe Loyalist majorities” and listed target 
areas, including East, South and North 
Belfast, the Shankhill, Lisburn and 
Coleraine, for heightened activity. 

Such talk of fighting elections is, of 
course, a smokescreen because by no 
stretch of the imagination can electoral 
circumstances in Northern Ireland be 
compared with those in Britain. It is the 
fear and intimidation which stalk the 
electoral process in Northern Ireland which 
interest the Front. 

In a separate development, a leading 
member of the Loyalist Ulster Clubs, Alan 
Wright, has been telling everyone willing to 
listen that the National Front is not 
involved in his organisation. 

He did not, however, deny that NF 
members might belong to the clubs on an 
individual basis; perhaps he is worried by 
Field’s decision to stay there and get stuck 
in. Interestingly, Wright pointed the finger 
at a man who, he says, does support the 
nazi NF: Belfast councillor George 
Seawright. 

Seawright, infamous for his injunction to 
his followers to “burn Catholics”, does not 
blush at mention of his association with the 
fascists across the water, even though he 
disclaims allegations that he is, or has been, 
an NF member. In October he was gaoled 
for nine months for his anti-Catholic 
remarks and for disorderly behaviour at an 
anti-Hillsborough demonstration last 
November. 

For him, NF support is fully approved. 
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He says that he welcomes “any support to 
smash the Hillsborough agreement”, but 
expressed doubts about the Front’s ability 
to influence the Loyalist structure because 
“they have no paramilitary base”. 

True, but they intend to get one and 
soon. That is why Mr Field is going to 
install himself in Northern Ireland and 
begin NF_ recruitment of trained 
























paramilitary organisations 
Osbourne wi 





paramilitaries . . . who can educate its élite 
is bad news for Catholics. 
boss says 
they want, 
e 
f AMPBEL 
inrormer 
NATIONAL Front activists are allowed to carry 
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Hitler than the National 
Front was. 
One-time NF organiser 
David Osbourne from East Linked 
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Belfast said he was given a 


NE members in Northern Ireland are being allowed to hold firearms licences, according to a 
recent report in the Sunday World. David Osbourne revealed that as Belfast NF organiser the 
RUC raised no objections to him possessing a high powered air rifle, capable of killing, for 
which a license is needed. The story was revealed by Jim Campbell who, two years ago, was 
seriously wounded by Loyalist paramilitaries. Campbell reported that police officers had tried 
to make a deal with leading Fronters that in exchange for being allowed to keep guns they 
should provide information on NF activities. 
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SCHOOL GATE MURDER RAISES 
FEARS FOR ASIAN SCHOOLKIDS 


On the morning of 17 September, a 
13-year-old Bangladeshi, Ahmed 
Iqbal Ullah, was stabbed to death at 
the gates of his school in Burnage, 
Manchester. A 13-year-old white 
boy has been charged with murder 
by the police who say that the crime 
was “not racist”. 

The police view, reportedly expressed 
before their investigations had been 
completed, led the Manchester City 
Council to take the unusual step (approved 
by five barristers) of issuing a press 
statement rejecting the position of the 
police. 


Record of violence 


Whether the killing was racist or not, one 
thing is quite clear: Burnage school has a 
record of violence and racism. In 1982, the 
son of the Bangladeshi vice-consul in 


Manchester was left facially disfigured 
after being beaten up at the school. The 
parents of other children have alleged that 
their youngsters have been the targets of 
racial taunts and abuse. 

The school was singled out two years ago 
for criticism by Her Majesty’s Inspectors, 
who stated that there was a violent 
atmosphere in the school. 

Leaders of the  Labour-controlled 
Manchester City Council are aware of the 
scale of the twin problems of racism and 
violence in their authority’s schools and, 
since 1982, have tried to develop an across- 
the-board policy for monitoring and 
reporting racial incidents. The policy has 
not run smoothly, often foundering on the 
apparent resistance of some teaching staff 
to carrying out the laid down procedures. 

A senior community relations worker 
told Searchlight that, also since 1982, the 
education authority had had to send out a 
constant stream of circulars calling upon 


heads of schools to ensure that all racist 
incidents are reported. 

Ahmed Ullah’s murder has aroused 
much anger amongst Asian people who feel 
the media has ignored the daily racism 
inflicted upon themselves and _ their 
children. The murder has brought a new, 
frightening dimension to their lives. 


Security for our children 


As Bangladeshi leader, Kais Uddin, 
commented to Searchlight: “We want 
security for our children. If something is 
not done, Ahmed Ullah will just be another 
case of an Asian who was killed and had a 
thousand people at his funeral”. 

Last year, racist activity, including the 
distribution of National Front leaflets was 
reported in a number of south Manchester 
secondary schools. One of those was 
Burnage High School, where Ahmed met 
his death. 





@ FRONT MAN ADMITS SHOP ATTACK 


A National Front supporter has admitted taking 
part in an attack on an Asian newsagent’s shop in 
Worthing. Police found NF stickers and a 
newspaper cutting in the bedroom of Peter 
Wakeham, (26), who lives close to the Asian shop. 
Wakeham has previous convictions for assault, 
criminal damage, and breach of the peace using 
racial insults. 

Worthing Court heard how three men attacked 
the shop in a late night military style raid. They 
were wearing combat jackets and balaclavas and 
systematically smashed windows causing damage 
estimated at £800. A telescopic metal cosh was left 
behind. Newsagent Mr Ramesh Patel described 
how the attackers shouted racial insults at him. 

Wakeham said he had left the National Front. 
He denied owning the metal cosh found at the 
scene, or shouting racial insults. He blamed the 
offence on drink. 

The case was adjourned for social enquiry 
reports. (Evening Argus 8.8.86, 12.9.86) 


@ BLAIR PEACH MEMORIAL 


The London borough of Ealing is to name a school 
after Blair Peach, the teacher who was killed by 
police in an anti-fascist demonstration in Southall 
in 1979. 

Solicitors for the family are preparing a court 
case to compel the police to release internal 
documents relating to the case. In February, the 
Appeal Court ordered the Metropolitan Police to 
hand over an earlier batch of documents. Senior 
police officers are reported to be keen to hush the 
case up as soon as possible. Celia Stubbs, the 
common law widow of anti-fascist campaigner 
Blair Peach, has scorned reports that the family 
are to be offered compensation by the police for 
his death and insists the family’s intention is to get 
the police in court. Scotland Yard deny that any 
offer is to be made.(Times Educational 
Supplement 12.9.86, Sunday Telegraph 21.9.86, 
London Standard 23.9.86) 


@ NIGERIAN VICTIMS 


A Nigerian graphic designer living in Aberdeen 
has been the victim of a series of racist attacks. Mr 


NEWS IN BRIEF 





John Wokoma, his wife Patricia and four-year- 
old daughter Alexis, were living in a council house 
when the stairs were set on fire. They moved to 
their own home in the Heatheryfold district 18 
months ago, and since then there has been a series 
of attacks. National Front slogans have been 
sprayed on the car, and a stone thrown through 
the window hit Patricia. Recently a death threat 
was received. 

Mr Wokoma said his neighbours have made the 
family welcome, and believes the attacks have 
been carried out by outsiders. An Asian family in 
the same area locked themselves in their house 
and were afraid to leave because of threats. 
(Glasgow Herald 26.8.86) 


@ STATION ATTACK 


Three men have appeared in Glasgow Sheriff’s 
Court charged with throwing a station master on 
to the electrified tracks at an underground station 
in an attempt to kill him. 

The men are Alexander Walker, (28), Robert 
Gilmour, (24), and John Harte, (16), all of 
Wishaw. It is alleged that at Kelvinbridge Station, 
Glasgow, they assaulted station master Mr 
Amarjit Singh and threw him on the tracks. They 
were also charged with disorderly conduct on an 
underground train, shouting, swearing, and 
singing what were described as “party songs”. The 
case was adjourned for further inquiries. 
(Glasgow Herald 19.9.86) 


@ ABUSE PAYMENT 


Five Asian schoolgirls from Kettering, Northants 
have each received £75 compensation from United 
Counties Bus Company, for racist abuse shouted 
at them by a driver. (Daily Mail 12.9.86) 


@ HARASSMENT ON OXFORD ESTATES 


In Oxford, racial harassment has been reported 
on four housing estates. Black families have 
complained of racist abuse, obscene phone calls, 
and two cases of physical violence. A report to the 
city housing committee says 26 cases of racial 
harassment have been reported since July last 
year. Most of the incidents involved Asian families 
and were on council estates. Council officers say a 
lack of suitable alternative accommodation for the 
harassed families has meant it has been impossible 
to move them to safe areas. One Asian family, the 
target of racial abuse, was promised an offer of 
alternative accommodation last April, but is still 
waiting to move. 

Housing Committee chair, councillor _ Bob 
Price, said that tenants guilty of continued racial 
harassment would be evicted. (Oxford Mail 
29.8.86) 


@ HOUNSLOW ARSON ATTACKS 


Police are investigating three arson attacks on 
Asian owned property in the Hounslow area. 

In Heston, petrol was poured through the 
letterbox of a house belonging to Mr Ranan 
Rahmen. He was woken up at 2am by the smell of 
burning. 

In Feltham, £300 worth of damage was caused 
to the Witton Parade shop on the High Street, 
when lighted paper was pushed through the letter 
box. 

In Staines Road, a cash and carry shop was 
severely damaged in a fire attack. (New Life 
19.9.86) 


@ FIRE THREAT 


A black family in Morden, London, have been 
threatened with arson. The letter was signed 
“NF”. 

Mr John Oyesanya, his wife, Theresa, and their 
three children, have been subjected to a number 
of attacks. Their house has been daubed with 
paint, tar, and National Front stickers. The 
children have been subjected to racial abuse in the 
street. The neighbours have been very supportive, 
and the family believes the attacks are the work of 
a local gang of Young National Front members. 
(Wimbledon & Morden Guardian 4.9.86) 





NF DISSIDENTS GO 
PUBLIC IN GUILDFORD 


Anti-Fascist Action was able to alert the 
people of Guildford to a proposed march by 
the National Front Support Group through 
the town on 27 September and organise 
effective opposition. 

The fascists intended to march in high 
profile through an area of Guildford where 
thousands of Saturday afternoon shoppers 
would have seen them. After very vocal 
protests from local people, both directly to 
the police and through the columns of the 
local press, the police re-routed the march 
so that at only one point would it pass 
anywhere near the town centre. 

In the weeks leading up to the march a 
united movement developed which included 
the Labour Party, Surrey University 
Students’ Union, the Communist Party, the 
Socialist Workers’ Party and local AFA 
groups. 

A week before the march Anderson and 
two others turned up to sell papers in the 
town centre. At the same time anti-fascists 
handed out over a thousand anti-NF 
leaflets. The fascists failed to sell a single 
paper. 

The theme of the fascist march was to be 
Ulster and anti-fascists succeeded in 
obtaining a police assurance that only 
banners and slogans about Ulster would be 
allowed. 

But a worrying aspect of the NFSG’s pre- 
march dealings with the authorities was a 
meeting with Brtitish Rail which resulted in 
permission being given to use the station 
precincts — something refused to others in 
the past. 

Anti-fascists took part in fairly heavy 
negotiations with the police regarding the 
site of the counter demonstration. In the end 
the police agreed to a position on the route of 
the fascist march. Despite some dissent from 
the SWP who said the march would not pass 
that point, on the day anti-fascists were able 


a, 





BNP supporters (right of photo) join NF Support Group march in Guildford. 


to voice their protests almost inside the 
ranks of the fascist marchers. 

The fascist louts endeared themselves to 
the local population in their usual manner 
by smashing up glasses in the Plough Pub 
where they had stopped for a pre-march 
drink. 

Despite a show of unity between the 
British National Party and Anderson’s 
gang, only 87 turned out to march in the face 
of a large crowd of anti-fascists. 

After the fascists set out with a small 
escort of police, they were shuttled around 
the town well away from the public. 
Searchlight reporters said it was clear that 
most of the public neither saw nor heard the 
march. At the end the fascists were able to 
hold a short meeting about two miles from 
the town centre. 

But it seems the police broke a promise to 
bus the out-of-town fascists away from the 
area. After transporting them back to the 
railway station car park in police vans, they 
were allowed to turn themselves loose on 
any small group of anti-fascists into whom 
they could get a boot. 

One young photographer was attacked by 
a gang of nazis and kicked to the ground in 
full view of a group of policemen. But the 
only arrest made was that of a passer-by 
who tried to intervene to help the victim. 

The lesson to be learned from this is not to 
put one’s faith in the police and always to 
keep together at the end of anti-fascist 
activities so that the fascists cannot pick off 
individuals. 

The day ended with the fascists 
apparently having some trouble with their 
transport again. It seems that drunken 
hooligans, egged on by the fascists to attack 
local people, got their targets mixed up and 
instead attacked and seriously damaged the 
mini-buses hired for the day by the fascists. 

AFA ended up with 40 new members. 





BOXED-IN 
IN UXBRIDGE 


Stuart Millson, the newly adopted British 
National Party parliamentary candidate for 
Uxbridge in West London, has learnt what it 
means to be an officer in a nazi party. 

Millson, a former chairman of the Young 
Monday Club, and Uxbridge BNP organiser Roy 
Webbin issued a press statement in support of 
their imprisoned fihrer John Tyndall and 
announcing Millson’s candidacy. It went on to say 
that the BNP would take over the centre of 
Uxbridge from 11am to 4pm on 11 October. 

The Labour Party and the West London branch 
of Anti-Fascist Action immediately called upon 
local people to mobilise and oppose the fascists. 

The fascists turned up in two groups of ten and 
were instantly boxed in by young people from the 
local Asian community who had joined Labour 
and trade union activists on the streets. They were 
forced to leave as fast as their feet could carry 
them. 

A third group of ten never got out of the station 
at which they had arrived. The police, not wishing 
to have these louts around to upset Saturday 
shoppers, odered them to clear off. 

Fears that the fascists might produce a large 
turnout of hooligans because of the ongoing 
cooperation between the Anderson camp of the 
National Front and the BNP turned out to be 
unfounded. 

The day ended in a complete victory for the 
anti-fascists with no violence or arrests because 
the 200 or more people who turned out were 
sufficient to force the police to get rid of the 
fascists. 

Millson must now be feeling more like a toad in 
a large mud hole than a large fish in a small pond. 





Stuart Millson 


NAZIS BATTER EASTENDER 


TV actor, Gareth Potter, who stars 
in the soap opera EastEnders, was 
brutally attacked by two fascist 
hooligans last month. 

Travelling home by tube train, from a 
pop concert, 21-years-old Gareth was 
punched about the head and face and left 
with a black eye and cut lip. 

The hooligans, both skinheads, seem to 
have objected to the fact that Gareth’s TV 
persona, Harry Reynolds, is a left-winger. 
Indeed, before hitting him, they asked him 
if he, too, was left-wing. 

Said Gareth: “I told them I was not the 
same in real life, but I did hold left-wing 
views. That did it. They just laid into me”. 

Earlier, the two fascist louts had declared 
that they were National Front and proud of 
it and had created an ugly atmosphere in 
the train carriage with their threats. 
FACT: The tube station where Gareth’s 
attackers jumped off the train is just round 
the corner from the Avenell Road nest of 
nazis in Islington. Nazi squat in Avenell Rd. 
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@ LIVERPOOL HATE CAMPAIGN 


A Liverpool man with Italian ancestry has been 
systematically victimised since the Heysel stadium 
disaster. John Cornes was first attacked by a gang 
and knifed two weeks after the match. Ten days 
later he was stabbed in a second gang attack and 
severely injured. His lung was narrowly missed 
and the muscles in his back were severed. National 
Front slogans were daubed on his door and 
windows. 

He has now received a substantial award from 
the Criminal Injuries Board, and is planning to 
move with his family to start a new life. (Liverpool 
Echo 16.9.86) 


@ SLOUGH SHOPS VANDALISED 


Asian shops in Slough have suffered a series of late 
night raids. National Front slogans were daubed 
R EM civ 34 PR AN C E & U N D AY on the walls of Rishan Travel and Majestic 
furniture shop in Diamond Road by knife wielding 

thugs. Police are treating the attacks as racial. 
Both break-ins occurred late at night. 


Anti-Fascist Action National Mobilisation Mattresses and three-piece suites were slashed in 
Sth November 1986 ipm the furniture shop, while in the travel agent’s 
+] 


chairs were slashed and telephone and electricity 


Trafalgar Square cables ripped out. (Slough Observer 5.9.86) 


@ “HAMMER MEN” ACQUITTED 


AFA calls on ex-servicemen and women and ex-International Brigaders to come wearing | Two white men accused of carrying out race 
their medals and carrying their organisational banners and wreaths to march in memory | attacks in East London have been acquitted by an 
of the victims of racism and fascism from the 1930s to the 1980s — to remember the 50| Old Bailey jury. The attacks were said to have led 
million victims of nazism and the thousands of victims of racial murder, arson and| ‘' Tétaliation by Asian youth leading to the 


‘ SS “Newham Seven” case. 
assault in Britain in the 1980s. Stephen Andrews, (24), and Brian Ratford, 


This is an occasion to show respect for those victims and solidarity with the living; to (26), were alleged to have toured Upton Park in a 

march with discipline and dignity. car armed with a hammer on 7 April 1984, 
attacking Asian youths. The two men were not 
arrested until a year later when the car was 
traced. Both men withdrew confessions they had 
made earlier. (Guardian 6.9.86) 


All enquiries 01 555 8151 





CABLE STREET 
CELEBRATED 


‘Hi Jack’, ‘Hi Mary’, ‘Hi Solly’, ‘Hi 
Kumar’. The voices of several 
generations of  anti-fascist 
fighters greeted each other. 
‘Blimey, | haven’t seen you in 
thirty years. This your kid? He’s 
bigger than you. Haven’t seen 
you since the docks shut down’. 
It was noon on 4 October in 
Aldgate Church yard and they 
were back. The veterans of the 
1936 victory over Mosley’s 
blackshirts stood on the same 
ground they had so steadfastly 
held fifty years ago. The fighters 
of the thirties and the defenders 
of East London’s black 
community today had come 
together to commemorate the 
victory. 

There was a little tension in the air. 
The previous night an Asian shop in the 
Brick Lane area had been burnt out and 
arson was suspected. The fascists had 
already desecrated the Cable Street 
memorial mural a few nights before for 
the second time in its history. 

Large numbers of stewards were on 
hand to protect the elderly veterans of 
the 1936 battle and to guard the 
beautiful new banner made jointly by all 
the local communities to commemorate 
the victory. 

The police had estimated that only 
around 700 people would turn out. 
There was discussion over what some 
felt to be insensitivity in staging the 
event on the exact anniversary of the 
1936 battle even though this was the 
Jewish New Year. But despite this 
hundreds of Jews, old and young, were 
pouring into the churchyard to stand 
shoulder to shoulder with members of 
the Asian community to show solidarity 
against the fascist murders and violence 
of the eighties. 

At one end of the grass covered area 
speaker after speaker recalled the 
events of 1936 and the lessons they hold 
for the struggle today. Solly Kay, a 
former Stepney Councillor and a pre- 
war Young Communist League official 
in the East End, made one of the hardest 
hitting speeches spelling out the 
parallels of then and how: the mass 
unemployment and the turning of one 
section of the community against the 
other, so as to prevent their united 
efforts in trying to root out the real 
causes of the country’s problems. 

Meanwhile the joint Chairs of the 
rally, Kumar Murshid and Jill Cove, 
were racing back and forth making last 
minute arrangements as far more people 
than they expected arrived. 


Soon after 1 o’clock the procession 
moved off, 4,000 strong, and headed 
through Brick Lane where speakers 
gave out the message of solidarity in 
three or four tongues. All along the 
route people lined the pavements and 
stood on balconies. At Bethnal Green 
Road, which in 1936 was a fascist 
heartland, we swung right to pass the 
notorious haunt of the present day 
nazis, the Blade Bone pub. Four of them 
under massive police cover came out to 
watch. Soon the silly grins were off their 
faces as row after row of marchers 
passed by. 

A little way up the road a small gang 
of NF skins hid in a pub until the march 
passed by. At Tipples, another fascist 
watering hole, the story was the same — 
the handful of fascists, seeing the size of 
the march, stayed under their rocks. 

As we crossed Whitechapel through 
estates where racial attacks are an 
everyday occurrence people watched 
with interest and signs of support. 

By 4pm we had arrived at Bigland 
Grass, a park alongside Cable Street, 
where a festival was in full swing with 
bands, stalls, beer tents (no longer 
minded by “Gentle Touch”, see 
Searchlight 135) and children riding on 
roundabouts. 

The sun had shone all day, and now as 
a combination of speeches and music 
drifted across the streets a real carnival 
atmosphere prevailed. 

The speakers at the park included a 
representative of Asian women in the 
East End who denounced Liberal 
controlled Tower Hamlets Council for 
its plans to take Asian homeless families 
out of bed and breakfast 
accommodation and place them on 
boats anchored in the docks. Speakers 
from the Federation of Bengali Youth 


Organisations spelt out their defiance of 
the racists. MP Jeremy Corbyn, just 
back from Nicaragua, spoke of the 
overall fight against racism and fascism 
internationally. 

One of the biggest cheers went up for 
the fighting speech delivered by David 
Kitson who, having served more than 
twenty years in prison in South Africa, 
still fights back against apartheid, his 
spirit unbroken. 

Jack Dash, the former Dockers 
leader, spoke of his own childhood 
experience of helping to drag coal carts 
across the route of the fascist march in 
1936. 

Ian Mikardo, a local Labour MP and 
veteran of the pre-war struggles, was 
also in the vanguard of the march along 
with Glyn Ford, a Euro-MP from 
Manchester and a leading light in SOS 
Racisme. Delegations from the Ann 
Frank Foundation in Holland and SOS 
Racisme in France, Sweden and 
Belgium were there to share the great 
day. 

Anti-Fascist Action and Searchlight 
were busy calling on the marchers to 
make AFA’s Remembrance Sunday 
demonstration on 9 November another 
big turn out for the anti-racist and anti- 
fascist movement. 
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Above: East London NF candidate 
Evans (left) with two minders, watches the 
march from a safe distance. Below: anti- 
fascists’ commemorate victory. 
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Little black lie 


A LENGTHY letter appeared recently in the 
Evening Chronicle on Tyneside seeking to 
“correct a contemporary Communist myth” 
about the ‘battle for Cable Street’ in 1936. 

Beneath a headline ‘truth about the 
Blackshirt march’ (with no qualification at all 
on the extent to which it might indeed be the 
truth) a Mr John Christian of St John’s Hill, 
London, argued that far from being a turning 
point in Mosley’s fortunes, Cable Street in 
fact only heralded a substantial advance in 
the polls for the Blackshirts a few months 
later. 

Of course, the significance of Cable Street 
has always been understood to be that it 
prevented Mosley from controlling the 
streets in the fashion of Hitler and Mussolini 
on their road to power. It also finally declared 
that Mosley’s ‘legions’ would not be 
permitted to parade through Jewish and 
working class communities flinging defiance 
and contempt at their opponents. And it 
established that, ultimately, it was anti- 
fascists who would dictate the course of 
events and who had the power and 
determination to ensure he would never 
even approach the corridors of power. 

Mr Christian also bends the historical 
record by appealing to the memory of 
Blackshirts who died in the war without 
referring to those other fascists who fled to 
Germany to lend aid and comfort to the nazi 
war machine. William Joyce, known as ‘Lord 
Haw Haw’, was the most notorious but was 
only one amongst many. 

But the final little untruth comes in the 
name over which the letter is published. Mr 
John Christian, you see, is actually none 
other than Mr John Warburton, himself a 
former Blackshirt and a lifelong disciple of 
the failed BUF fihrer. 


% * % 


Mad bomber 


EVEN the Daily Telegraph had to make a 
sideways reference to the hardline right- 
wingery of former RAF bomber hero Air Vice 
Marshal Don ‘Pathfinder’ Bennett when they 
accorded him a lengthy obituary on the 
occasion of his death in September. 

“His offensive references to Air Force 
colleagues, followed later by his somewhat 
unbalanced views on the political system, 
occasioned considerable resentment”, they 
wrote. 

And that, as they say, is putting it mildly. 
For more than twenty years Bennett had 
been the champion of any number of loony — 
and sometimes dangerous — far right 
causes. A patron of WISE and the anti-semitic 
British League of Rights, he was even to be 


spotted, now and again, amongst the ranks 
of NF marchers. His popularity on the 
extreme right resulted as much from his 
wealth as anything else. When he sold 
Blackbush Airport for millions back in the late 
‘60s, representatives from rightist groups of 
every hue, including the National Front, 
queued up at his door assuming that Xmas 
had arrived early. Unfortunately, they were 
soon to discover that in addition to being a 
crusted old bigot, he was also extremely 
mean and one by one they were sent away 
with their tails between their legs. 


% % * 


Gone for a burton? 


PAT Harrington has for some time been 
cultivating a reputation for sartorial nazism: 
rarely is he seen in public without his black 
leather gloves, and these are, as often as not, 
accompanied by shades and leather. 

Just recently he has taken possession of a 
new full-length shiny leather coat, of the sort 
much prized by Gestapo officers in an earlier 
era. 

But he hasn’t cut quite the dash he hoped 
for amongst his fellow NF nazis. Clearly avid 
watchers of a certain television sit-com, they 
have, somewhat irreverently, christened him 
‘Herr Flick’. 

Clearly a man on the way out. 





All ears.... 


LAST May, you will recall, the Commissioner 
of the Metropolitan Police, Sir Kenneth 
Newman, published new figures on racial 
attacks in London. He described the 
incidence of attacks as “worryingly large”. 
Amongst the solutions he offered was 
“making efforts to increase the trust 
between the police and ethnic minorities”. 
Enthused by this, Searchlight approached 
the Yard to arrange an interview where we 
could discuss with him some of the many 
issues involving police-community relations 
which would undoubtedly have to be 
grappled with if these new bonds of trust 
were to be established. We even suggested 
bringing in an outside journalist, an expert in 
policing matters, to conduct the interview. 
We wrote on 7 June, and it was duly 
acknowledged on 11 June, with a request for 
more details about the sorts of questions we 
would want to put to the Commissioner. 
Two weeks later (someone’s holiday 
intervened) we replied. Then, for a whole 


month, silence. So we wrote again. Two days 
later, a telephone call. What request were we 
referring to? It must have been misland. 
Could we send another copy? On 30 July we 
did. Then, for another six weeks, deafening 
silence. Finally, on 10 September, a two 
sentence letter from the Yard’s ‘News Group 
Controller’ politely thanked us for our 
interest but informed us that after careful 
(and no doubt lengthy) consideration, they 
could not meet our request. 

It only remains for us to thank the 
Commissioner for his interest in the issue of 
racial attacks, to applaud his eagerness to set 
up those “bonds of trust” and to look 
forward to his next expression of concern on 
the subject. Which will probably be around 
next May. 


% % * 


Sense on the bench 


MAGISTRATES in East Anglia showed a 
sensible approach to the _ provocative 
activities of the National Front when it came 
to sentencing a man who had lost members 
of his family in the Holocaust and who was 
enraged by a Front march through Bury St 
Edmunds. 

Kenneth Wolfers pleaded guilty to using 
threatening behaviour after he had found 
himself caught up in the demonstration on 5 
July. Enraged by racist slogans being 
chanted by the marchers he grabbed one of 
their banners shouting “take down this racist 
filth”. 

After hearing that members of his family 
had lost their lives in the Holocaust, 
the magistrates conditionally discharged 
him for a year. 

The court also agreed, in the face of likely 
reprisals, that anti-fascists charged with 
offences arising from the same demon- 
stration, should not have their addresses 
read out in court. 

The magistrates accepted the argument of 
Mr Timothy Greene, that “it is known we are 
dealing with the National Front and, to be 
frank, in the area in which my clients live 
there is a real and constant fear of attack. My 
clients could face reprisals if their addresses 
are given out in the local court”. 

It’s not often we find occasion for pats on 
the back for members of the bench, but never 
let it be said that we don't if it’s deserved. 


ee 


A spanking good tale 


THE good burghers of Billericay find 
themselves at loggerheads with their MP, 
Harvey Proctor. 

Proctor is at the centre of an ever 
increasing row over allegations of “spanking 
sessions” with young male prostitutes at his 
Fulham flat. 

Could it be that the slim-line MP also has a 
masochistic streak? At the Tory Party 
conference he openly defied his local party’s 
instructions and spoke at a fringe meeting 
advocating his usual strong line on 
repatriation. 

Despite the public scandal and his refusal 
to toe the political line, on 17 October he won 
a vote of confidence from his local 
constituency association by 27 to 7. But four 
top officials had the good grace to resign 
rather than continue in his company. 


FRONT FEUD — WHAT 
_ A WAY TO RUN A 
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If the National Front’s leadership 
has learned anything from _ its 
dabblings in Northern Ireland, it is 
the art of ‘grassing’. 

Its consummate skill in these matters is 
highlighted in a recent pamphlet put out by 
Nick Griffin for the NF’s internal 
consumption and in place of the usual 
turgid edition of Nationalism Today. 

The 69-page booklet is a savage attack on 
the former members of the NF leadership 
who have now begun to rally round The 
Flag, paper of the opposition National 
Front Support Group. 

The key figures in the NFSG — Ian 
Anderson, Joe Pearce, Paul Nash and 
Andrew Brons — all come in for a terrible 
lashing in Griffin’s latest tirade against 
“reactionaries”. He is a “radical” who is 
totally convinced that the State has cooked 
up a plot to “destroy” the National Front. 
‘Dirt file’ 

In knockabout style, Griffin gives away 
lots of juicy morsels which could be most 
embarrassing to his enemies. Anderson, 
for example, is accused of incompetence, 
drunkenness, cowardice and, indirectly, of 
being an MIS not-so-supergrass. He is also 
—no doubt much to Joe Pearce’s pleasure 
— said to have been “friendly” with 
Pearce’s wife while her husband was in jail. 

Little of this would have been heard of 
but for the diligence of the hated and feared 
NF Security Department which gave 
Anderson’s drawers a thorough rifling and 
unearthed his infamous “dirt file”. 

Needless to say, after publishing some of 
the dirt in Anderson’s drawers, this same 
hated and feared Security Department 
ensured that “all the material was 
destroyed”. No indication is given about 
whether or not the photocopies of the 
material have been shredded. 

So, although Steve Brady “need not fear 
the reappearance of ‘that’ cartoon and 
Gina Pearce will never be embarrassed by 
the publication of her ‘Dear Chas’ diary or 
the text of unposted love letters written to 
boyfriends before she got married”, we 
suspect that they will be worried for some 

‘time to come ... probably till they are 
leaked to Searchlight. 

Anderson, previously in the depths of 
penury and dossing at the Front’s scruffy 
Pawsons Road bookshop, has now 
reportedly bought a rew flat and a car. 
Griffin wants to know where the money has 
come from. One of the people sharing 
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Anderson’s new abode is a curious 
character by the name of Micky ‘Flasher’ 
Hipperson. We leave to our readers’ 
imagination to contemplate the meaning of 
his alleged nickname but we suspect it is 
nothing to do with torches. 

Page after page of this sordid tale (titled 
‘Attempted Murder The  State/ 
Reactionary Plot Against the National 
Front’) documents how vital leaflets were 
either not printed or printed in short 
quantity or printed with smudges. We learn 
how the NF doesn’t produce badges and 
how Andrew Brons was in cahoots with the 
“reactionary conspirators”. 

Amidst all the mutterings about a State 
plot, we are told darkly: “The plan of 
disruption was made with the help of 
someone who had had experience of 
working in the Party’s administration, but 
who now wished to undermine the new 
radical leadership”. Who could that be we 
wonder . . . not Anderson, surely? 

Griffin believes that the State (and, of 
course, Searchlight gets a mention for 
taking an interest here) has set out to 
disrupt the NF because the “NF had rapidly 
gained strength and confidence in Ulster”. 

This could be a reference to the terrorist 
connection. Either way, it seems to have 
brought matters to a head in the Front 
when Martin Wingfield “expressed dismay 
that some people . . . had thrown missiles” 
at last year’s Irish Republican ‘Bloody 
Sunday’ march. Griffin also fulminates 
against Wingfield for giving the old fascist, 
Ted Budden, space in the otherwise august 
columns of National Front News. Mr 
Budden is described as “an elderly bigot 
from Brighton” and who are we to 
disagree? 
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By January 1986, it appears, the knives 
were out. Anderson wanted to get Griffin. 
Wingfield would not obey orders and 
Pearce played both sides against the middle 
by telling them that he agreed with them 
both. As the plot thickened, Wingfield, 
Anderson, Brons, Nash and Acton got 
ready for open warfare against Griffin, the 
“political soldier” Derek Holland and he of 
the long leather overcoat, Patrick 
Harrington. 

Also fluttering around was the sinister 
figure of Steve Brady, a man never trusted 
by anybody. His garrulousness is not 
thought to have helped the NF’s internal 
problems. Anderson, too, has a well- 
deserved reputation for being an inveterate 
gossip. 

Not that Griffin never tells tales. He 
admits candidly that Paul Nash was in 
possession of the stolen ‘Mandela Way’ 
street sign, that Roger Denny carried 
cannabis, that a certain Kent nazi was 
involved with shotguns and bomb threats 
and that Joe Pearce has a drink problem. 
He hints that Anderson is suicidal. We take 












Before the split: left to right, Nick Griffin, Pat Harrington, Tom Acton, Joe Pearce. 





it that the recent attempt to bomb him into 
the hereafter was to give him a little help 
from his friends. 

Before ending with the usual promises to 
“make whatever sacrifice is necessary for 
Race and Nation”, Griffin tells it like it is 
with a lurid, blow-by-blow account of the 
mutual loathing that festers in his ill- 
assorted group of opponents: “Pearce, 
Acton and Brady detest Anderson. 
Wingfield regards Pearce as another 
dangerous ‘National Bolshevik’. Anderson 
hates everybody, including, one suspects 
himself”. And so it goes on. Members of 
the opposition, it seems, have even taken to 
‘glassing’ each other in disputes about 
football teams. 


Motley crew 


In all this, Searchlight readers can be sure 
that if this motley crew despise one another 
so much, they must be consumed by a 
hatred for Griffin that is fifty times greater. 
He says their punishment for “subversion 
and treason” is “having to work with each 
other until one by one they drop out 
altogether”. No mention is made of their 
punishment for him. 

However, we expect that before the 
drop-outs make their final bow, they will 
settle accounts with young Mr Griffin, who 
has already had occasion to poke a shotgun 
barrel up Anderson’s nostrils. Watch this 
space. 





Andrew Brons 
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Rooting out the 
revisionists 


The Holocaust Denial by Gill Seidel. 
Beyond the Pale Collective, £4.95. 


The publication of The Holocaust 
Denial by Dr Gill Seidel is both 
welcome and timely. With painstaking 
research, the author charts the 
connections between anti-semitism and 
anti-black racism and demolishes the 
edifice of lies, half-truths and sheer 
mythology that has been erected by 
those who would have the world 
believe that the mass extermination of 
European Jewry never occurred. 

Dr Seidel starts her book with a look 
at the word ‘Holocaust’ itself, arguing 
cogently that, in the historical context, the 
word has a specific meaning. It does not 
just refer to any old injustice but to the 
destruction of a whole people. It denotes a 
special moment in history. It is thus a word 
that should not be bandied about. 

Yet, there is now a grave danger that the 
true meaning of the Holocaust is being lost 
and Dr Seidel rightly pours some well 
deserved scorn on the obscene spectacle of 
US President Ronald Reagan’s visit in 1984 
to the Bitburg war cemetary, where 
German soldiers of Hitler’s elite Waffen SS 
are buried. 


Moral blindness 


This act alone, says Dr Seidel, “has given 
the Holocaust denial a degree of 
credibility”. There can be no doubt at all 
about the truth of this statement because 
Reagan’s utter “moral blindness” has 
bestowed a perverse respectability upon so- 
called historians like Robert Faurisson, 
who seem to spend night and day 
concocting their bizarre claims that the six 
million never died. 

In 1945, the positions of Faurisson and 
the murky neo-nazi underworld which 
feeds off his ‘Big Lie’ technique would have 
been given the short shrift they deserved. 
Alas, times have changed and as the 
memories of nazi barbarity fade and 
generations are displaced, these bogus 
academics are getting a hearing. In this 
sense, it is a monumental scandal that Dr 
Seidel has even had to put pen to paper. 
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The reality, of course, is that the attempt 
to deny the persecutions which led 
inexorably to the gas chambers of 
Auschwitz and Treblinka is part of an 
“overall nazi strategy to rehabilitate Hitler 
and national socialism”. The purpose of 
this campaign is to revive fascism in a post- 
war climate in which racism has become 
commonplace. 

To the nazis, these social changes — 
which work in their favour — are sweet 
music and a chance to be taken far more 
seriously. The baggage of the past can be 
ditched. As the nazi author of the scurrilous 
pamphlet Did Six Million Really Die?, 
Richard Verrall put it: “When we are 
knocking at the gates of power, nobody will 
give a damn who was a fascist and who was 
a nazi”. 

Thus, the production of anti-Holocaust 
history has become a_ big financial 
enterprise, no longer confined to the 
squalid back-street hate sheets churned out 
by the psychotics of the extreme-right, but 
more up-market, glossy and often paid for 
with largesse from certain reactionary 
Arab sources. 

Dr Seidel gets to grips with both kinds of 
propaganda: the pseudo-academic variety 
exemplified by such racist journals as 
Nouvelles Ecoles, Mankind Quarterly and 
Neue Anthroplogie as well as the gutter 
kind typified by rags like the British 
Movement’s Fact Finder and Holocaust 
News. 


Think tanks 


Backing her arguments with what is 
arguably one of the best short summaries of 
the Holocaust yet written (worth 
publishing as a pamphlet in its own right), 
the author subjects the Holocaust denial 
industry to very close scrutiny. Nobody 
escapes: Butz, Carto and Paul Rassinier all 
end up in tatters. 

The shadowy ‘think-tanks’ of the New 
Right and racist Right — the Institute for 
Historical Review, GRECE and _ the 
Heritage Foundation — all get dragged into 
the light of day, their links with organised 
fascist opinion relentlessly exposed. 

Much of the material is brought to the 
British reader for the first time, especially 
the thoroughly documented account of the 
French scene and those like Faurisson, 
Rassinier and Darquier, who have helped 
to set the tone for the fascist, Jean-Marie 
Le Pen. 

Significantly, Dr Seidel also takes to task 
those on the Left who apply double 
standards to their criticisms of Israel, who 
give nil recognition to Jewish self-identity, 
who simplistically equate Zionism and 
racism and who turn tail from militant 
defence of Jewish people, whether here or 
in the USSR. 

Dr Seidel makes the point which should 
be ABC to all anti-racists (but isn’t) that all 
oppressions — racism, sexism and anti- 
semitism — should be fought, writing 
tellingly of how Jewish women in the 
feminist movement were virtually held to 
be directly responsible for the reactionary 





from top to bottom; 
Richard Verrall author of Did Six Million 


The _ revisionists: 


Really Die, Paul Rassinier, who wrote 
Debunking the Genocide Myth, and Arthur 
Butz, author of The Hoax of the 20th Century. 


policies of the Israeli government. 

Apart from a slightly jarring note in 
which Dr Seidel seems to suggest that the 
anti-semitic black demagogue Louis 
Farrakhan should have been allowed to 
visit the UK instead of being banned, her 
book is first-rate and ought to be read 
carefully by every anti-fascist and opponent 
of racism. 





NF mail: a wing and a prayer? 


“Stop the Race War!” declares the headline 
of issue number 79 of National Front News. 
Perhaps it’s a typographical misprint, a 
linguistic misunderstanding or a Freudian 
slip. Whatever the reason, the headline 
seems curiously out of sorts with all that 
follows. More appropriate to the tone of 
NEN would be: “C’mon lads, get cracking 
with the race war!” 

The first sentence of the front page story sets 
the tone: “Racial violence is becoming more and 
more common and attacks more and more 
frequent throughout the British Isles”. One can 
imagine tattooed hands being rubbed together 
with gleeful anticipation. Roll up! Roll up! “From 
Glasgow to London and Cardiff to Peter- 
borough, White, Black and Asian Youth are 
fighting each other in ever more nasty, ferocious 
and frequent battles”. 

There’s no need for racial enthusiasts to drag 
their cropped heads and limited sensibilities all 
the way from Glasgow to Peterborough in search 
of a bundle. National Front News informs them of 
the most promising destination: Oldham. It 
declares that “in Oldham, the multi-racial boiling 
pot has boiled over” and “race war has erupted 
onto the streets”. Get thee hence to Oldham with 
thy knuckles and bars, bottles and boots. 


Love hurts... 


But before you go, remember the following 
words. They might come in useful, if stopped by 
an officer of the law: “The National Front is not 
based upon hatred of any sort. Our movement is 
based upon Love”. Practice it carefully, all you 
Oldham-bound, muscle-bound types: “The 
National Front is not based etc, etc”. Don’t 
worry if you can’t get the hang of it at first. Here’s 
a little hint: try tattooing “Hate” on the knuckles 
of your left hand and “Love” on those of the right. 
Then, when the fists start flying, you've got all 
the ideology you need. 

The editorial of NFN, 79, is much vexed by the 
actions of the authorities: “The National Front is 
presently riding the worst wave of State 
Repression that has been directed at any British 
Organisation since the 2nd World War”. 
Apparently the “State is scared” of the “National 
Revolution” (remember: the National 
Revolution is all Love, whilst any other sort of 
Revolution is all Hate). In fact, the beloved 
revolution has already started. Troubles in 
Northern Ireland are all part of the revolution, 
but the real revolutionary epicentre is up in 
Lancashire — “in Oldham, where racial tensions 
have exploded and a serious race war has 
started”. 

The authorities are apparently using every 
weapon of State Power to suppress information 
about the revolutionary goings-on in Oldham. 
Let the editors of National Front News tell their 
own beleaguered tale: “The postal system is now 
nearly closed to us with hardly any post arriving 
or leaving”. From Cardiff to Peterborough, and 
from Glasgow to London the literary efforts from 
racial comrades have been going astray. 

Worst of all, there’s been little news from 
Oldham: “SEVEN letters informing us of the 
situation in Oldham were sent over a two week 
period. NOT ONE ARRIVED”. Don’t despair: 
plans are afoot to pierce the barricades and 


barbed wire surrounding the Lancashire town: 


“To combat this stage of repression, well laid 
out contingency plans are being put into 
operation. We are going to create our own 
internal postal system. This had been 
intended as a matter of course but now the 
situation demands that we act immediately”. 


Members in Glasgow, Cardiff and 
Peterborough with homing pigeons please 
contact HQ: white pigeons only. 

All this talk about national revolutions and 
race wars is part of a shifting mood in the current 
leadership of the National Front. The aim is to 
create a military style party. The creed is set out 
in the booklet The Political Soldier, on offer from 
the National Front’s book-service: “This 
important booklet is a must for all those who wish 
to fight for their beliefs”. 

The book-service has been renamed “Burning 
Books”, because it offers the “books that the state 
wants to burn”. Again, there seems to have been 
a semantic mishap. Just as ‘Stop the Race War’ 
means ‘On with the bloodshed’, so the volumes 
offered by ‘Burning Books’ are not themselves 
threatened by imminent incineration: instead, 
they are the very publications, which look 
forward to the sort of State where the burning of 
books is an everyday ritual. 

It’s not only the book-service which has been 
renamed. Not so long ago the National Front 
used to have local branches. Now, all the talk is 
about local ‘units’ — it sounds so much more 
military, and, of course, more sinister. 

National Front News reports the activities of 
the local units. West Suffolk unit has protested 
against the American bases in that part of the 
country. A rally “ended with the burning of a 
Stars and Stripes flag and constant chanting of 
‘Death to America”. So appropriate for a party 
of Love. 

Elsewhere, we learn that “Liverpool and 
Sefton units are getting themselves about”. This 
self-mobility has taken these units into local 
schools: “Cells have been set up in four schools 


Crack NF investigative team led by Brian Bonehead (centre) try to remember if he managed to 
post the mail in the first place. 


and one of them, the University Community 
Comprehensive consists of 30 members”. Note 
well the paramilitary implication of ‘cells’. 
Birmingham, on the other hand, seems not to 
have caught the new mood. Their unit has 
contented itself with coach trips to the seaside. In 
most unmilitary style, National Front News 
comments that “Birmingham suggest that other 
units ought to arrange their own ‘beanos’ to 
places like Southend, Margate, and Clacton”. 


Oldham roughly 


News from the crucial unit up there in Oldham 
was predictably sparse. One snippet of interest is 
that a rally was organised for the whole North 
West region. The purpose was “to show solidarity 
with our members in Oldham who are facing 
tyrannical oppression from the State”. The rally 
was a great success “even though none of the 
movement’s supporters from Oldham managed 
to get there”. 

It wasn’t that they had difficulty traversing the 
mine-fields, with which State traffic-wardens 
have encircled Oldham. Nor that all the 
connecting roads have been destroyed by order 
of War Ministry officials. Nor indeed that the 
racial revolutionaries have been trapped ina final 
redoubt by counter-revolutionary armies. 

The story seems to have been much simpler. 
The Oldham unit was cheerfully on its way, when 
it chanced upon “several van loans of militant 
Asians”. The opportunity was too good to miss. 
The Oldham unit decided to put into practice 
some of its more physical skills. The result was 
that the whole unit was delayed and missed the 
main rally. No matter, “a successful day was 
enjoyed by everyone, especially by the Oldham 
NF?.. 

Fists having been flexed, the Oldham unit 
returned to base. There no doubt it is continuing 
its muscular political activity, all in the cause of 
Love. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 





LE PEN 
BANG TO 
RIGHTS 


The travails of French NF leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen never seem to end. He and 
his Group of the European Right in the 
Euro-Parliament in Strasbourg are 
establishing an unenviable — and 
perfectly fitting — reputation for 
displaying all the characteristics one 
expects of fascists: boorishness, loutish 
behaviour and bigotry. 

Three recent incidents demonstrate this 
amply. Firstly, Le Pen himself managed to 
get nicked ‘bang to rights’ in possession of a 
.75 Magnum revolver in the USA. 

The story goes that almost as soon as he 
got stateside on a Euro-Parliamentary 
delegation Le Pen couldn’t wait to lay 
hands on a shooter. Why a ‘democrat’ 
would want such a lethal item is a matter for 
speculation, but what is known is that after 
much searching he managed to buy one in 
New Mexico. 

Unfortunately for him, this strident 
guardian of law and order had his baggage 
examined as he left New York airport. 
There, American customs officials found 
the offending item. 

Suddenly, the vocal leader of the Front 
National was not as voluble as usual. The 
US authorities were not impressed and put 
Le Pen in the slammer for four hours. We 
understand that they confiscated his new 
toy. 

Le Pen’s little reverse in New York 
cannot have put him in a good mood for the 
launching of the Euro-Parliament’s 
Socialist Group pamphlet on the rise of 
racism and fascism in Europe. 

As keen to get hold of a copy as he was to 
acquire a handgun, Le Pen was horrified to 
see a picture of himself with a very stiff and 
up-raised left arm. Livid, he started 
performing in the chamber of the 
Strasbourg Assembly, bawling that he 
stood in the tradition of the French 
Resistance. He singled out for a vicious 
tirade the leader of the German Socialist 
delegation, Rudi Arndt. 

He picked the wrong man. Rudi Arndt 
comes from a fine tradition of real anti- 
fascist resistance: his father spent four 
years in a concentration camp from 1933 to 
1937, when Le Pen’s ideological forebears 
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executed him. A much chastened and less 
vocal Le Pen retreated from the ferocity of 
Rudi Arndt’s verbal riposte. 
Le Pen is not the only right-wing 
extremist lout in the European Parliament 
. . even if he is the leading one. This was 
highlighted by an attempt by fascist Euro- 
MPs to import their mobster tactics into a 
ceremony organised by the Socialist Group 
to commemorate the thirteenth 
anniversary of the military coup in Chile in 
which many hundreds of democrats were 
slaughtered by the Pinochet regime. 

As members of the Socialist Group were 
reading the names of over 800 missing 
people who the regime has ‘disappeared’, 
the brawlers of the far-right started 
throwing their weight around. They 
created such an ugly scene that Assembly 


staff asked the Socialists to call off the 


ceremony. To their credit, they refused to 
be intimidated and the bully-boys were 
told, in short order, to clear off. 

As Birmingham Labour Euro-MP, 
Christian Crawley put it: “A small fascist 
clique was unsuccessful in attempting to 
break up a moving and dignified ceremony 
to commemorate the victims of the brutal 
Pinochet regime”. 





Front march 


Defying a police ban on demonstrations, 
the Front National recently held a march of 
several thousand against the terrorist 
bombings in Paris. Polls indicated that over 
three-quarters of the French people 
favoured the death penalty for terrorism, 
Front leader Jean-Marie Le Pen told those 
in attendance, but “the technocratic 
oligarchy” ruling France stopped the 
people from having their way. A firm 
policy against foreigners and strong 
support for the police was the answer to the 
situation, he claimed. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Racists to regroup? 


The main two ultrarightist parties in 
South Africa, the Conservative Party 
and the Herstigte Nasionale Party 
(HNP), have been holding talks in an 
effort to reach agreement on unity. 
Conservative Party leader Andries 





Treurnicht told journalists that the talks 
had centred on party differences and that 
progress had been made. A joint statement 
by Treurnicht and HNP head Jaap Marais 
described the talks as taking place in a good 
spirit. The Conservative Party also 
announced plans to meet the Afrikaner 
Weerstandbeweging (AWB), the neo- 
fascist organisation led by Eugene 
Terreblanche. This followed earlier talks 
between Conservative Party parliamen- 
tarians and AWB leaders after which 
Treurnicht had stated that the party was 
satisfied that the AWB would not break the 
law. 

While the Conservatives favour a merger 
with the HNP, this may prove elusive. 
According to some sources, the links 
between the Conservatives and the AWB 
are causing concern among HNP leaders. 
There is also disagreement over the HNP’s 
insistence that English should cease to be 
an official language and Conservative 
support for a policy of setting up homelands 






Tom Metzger 


for ‘coloured’ and Indian people. The two 
parties also have a long history of bitter 
dispute over the 13-year period during 
which the right-wingers who later formed 
the Conservative Party remained within 
the ruling National Party and opposed the 
breakaway HNP. 

Despite the continued talks between the 
main white critics of the Botha regime, 
commentators suggest that the far right’s 
rise in strength in recent years may now 
have passed its peak. In a recent by- 
election in Klip River, the National Party 
retained its seat despite an increased vote 
for the HNP and opinion polls since the 
introduction of the state of emergency in 
the country indicate that white voters are 
moving towards the Government and away 
from the ultraright. As in previous 


elections, it has been suggested, world 
hostility to South Africa tends to push 
white voters towards supporting the ruling 


party. 


USA 


Racists face arms 
charges 


The White Patriot Party (WPP) and two 
of its leaders, Glenn and Steve Miller, 
have been convicted of contempt of 
court in North Carolina. 

The charges alleged that the party 
(formerly the Confederate Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan) operated a paramilitary 
organisation contrary to a 1985 Federal 
ruling. Evidence produced during the 
hearing indicated that the WPP engaged in 
weapons training and recruited active duty 
Marines. One witness described his sale of 
five 66mm rockets to the party and the 
securing of weapons including grenades, 
mines and plastic explosives from serving 
soldiers. A Federal grand jury is to 
investigate further arms and other charges 
against the party. 


Ku Klux Klan rally 


Reports of this year’s annual KKK rally at 
Stone Mountain, Georgia, reports those in 
attendance from different Klan groups 
included Dave Holland of the Southern 
White Knights, James Venable of the 
National Knights and Bob Scoggins of the 
Confederation of Klans. Others present 
included members of the New Order 
Knights, Aryan Nations and the White 
Patriot Party. While some speakers called 
for white unity between different racist 
organisations, the continued rivalries and 
disagreements over tactics were clearly 
manifest. 


Nazis in court 


White Aryan Resistance leader Tom 
Metzger, Aryan Nations head Richard 
Butler and others have appeared in court in 
Los Angeles on felony charges concerned 
with a cross-burning in the area. Metzger is 
also facing controversy over 
demonstrations against his cable-TV show, 
Race and Reason and the celebration of 
Hitler’s birthday at a Los Angeles 
restaurant. 


ISRAEL 


War crimes trial 


John Ivan Demjanjuk, the 66-year-old 
Ukrainian accused of being a concentration 
camp guard during the Second World War, 
has been indicted in Israel for murder and 
crimes against humanity and the Jewish 
people. The trial is likely to begin at the end 
of the year. Demjanjuk, who was 
extradited from the USA, claims to have 
been mistaken for another person. 
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CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 
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Intimidatory raids on Black centres 


Last month CARF reported on 
Operation Condor — a military-style 
police targeting exercise which police 
claimed was an attempt to curb the 
illegal sale of drugs in_ Brixton. 
Residents, however, saw the police 
action as designed to intimidate and 
brutalise Brixton’s black community. It 
is now apparent that Operation Condor 
was part of a campaign to target black 
communities up and down the country. 
One year after the Handsworth, 
Brixton and Tottenham uprisings, 
police have been carrying out raids in 
what they define as ‘sensitive’ areas. 

The so-called drugs raid followed 
extensive police surveillance, involving 
spying and infiltration. All the operations 
are remarkably similar and considerable 
liaison and planning between police 
divisions and forces is involved. The raids 
have all been carried out in military fashion 
with large numbers of officers involved and 
force used to gain entry into targeted 
premises and the use of undercover tactics. 
Riot equipment was also used and armed 
police placed on standby. 


No hard drugs in Handsworth 
raid 

Whilst Operation Condor was being 
carried out in Brixton, West Midlands 
police’ were raiding Afro-Caribbean 
premises on Lozells Road, Handsworth. 
Roads were sealed-off for at least half an 
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hour as officers raided the Acapulco Cafe, 
Supreme Taxis and William Hill 
bookmakers. No hard drugs were found 
(five people were charged for possession of 
cannabis) and witnesses claimed that police 
officers planted drugs on suspects. 


Tottenham targeted 


The Horse and Groom pub in Edmonton, 
north London, was raided the next day. 
Code-named Operation Bridal, the raid 
involved at least 150 officers, with police 
infiltrating the premises and charging out of 
unmarked vans. According to the police, 26 
arrests were made and a ‘large’ amount of 
cannabis and heroin was seized during the 
operation. 

But the most insensitive of the raids was 
the targeting of the Broadwater Farm 
Youth Association. On 12 August police 
attempted to force their way into the Youth 
Association building, claiming they had 
reason to believe that cannabis was used 
there. Haringey councillor Martha Osamor 
intervened and the police were forced to 
withdraw from the estate. 


Raid on Bentley’s provokes 
community anger 


Less than three weeks later, police raided 
Bentley’s, a black night club in Newham, 
east London. Armed officers were held in 
reserve and a police helicopter hovered 
above. Code-named Operation 
Brooklands, the raid involved 160 officers, 
some in riot gear, and resulted in fifty 
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arrests. No hard drugs were seized. Police 
expressed disappointment “that no firearms 
were found”, although they had alleged 
that guns were on the premises. Six officers 
infiltrated Bentley’s — the operation being 
launched by an undercover policewoman. 
Police claimed that the raid smashed a 
major crime ring, but Mark Homer, 
manager of Bentley’s, said the club was 
trouble-free and that customers were “not 
using heroin or cocaine”. Unmesh Desai, 
co-ordinator of the Newham Monitoring 
Project, condemned Operation 
Brooklands: “It is an indication of policing 
priorities that they should use up to 150 
officers, some armed, and have such a 
major operation on harassing black youths 
and pubs frequented by black people in the 
pretext of looking for soft drugs” — and 
this, moreover, in an area where police 
were failing to give ‘basic protection’ to 
victims of racist attacks. 


Police driven back in St Pauls, 
Bristol 


When the police went to raid the Black and 
White cafe in Bristol, the youth in the area 
fought them back with force. 140 officers 
arrived in St Paul’s on 11 September in 
covered lorries, surrounding five premises 
including the Black and White cafe. After 
virtually taking over the St Paul’s area, the 
police came under fire from local youths 
throwing stones. Police reinforcements 
were drafted in and as community 
resistance hardened riot police were 





deployed. Violent disturbances carried on 
into the night, during which 600 officers 
were deployed and confrontations between 
the police and youths also flared up again 
the following night. 

CARF has been told that of the 78 people 
arrested after ‘Operation Delivery’ only 
two were actually charged with dealing in 
drugs. All those arrested were allegedly 
strip searched and some people were 
subjected to intimate body searches. All 
detainees were photographed and had their 
fingerprints taken at the station. It is also 
alleged that people were detained in police 
cells for up to 24 hours, some being kept 15 
to a cell. 

The raids provoked widespread anger 
and in one case physical resistance. 
Contrary to the arrogant pronouncements 
of the officers heading the operations, 
those at the receiving end have asserted 
their opposition to the raids. The targeted 
communities have placed firmly on record 
their hatred of hard drug dealing and their 
belief that those involved in such dealing 
should be prosecuted. However, they are 
unanimous that the recent police 
operations have less to do with clamping 
down on hard drugs than with provoking 
and intimidating black communities up and 
down the country. 


THE pictures left (on opposite page) 
and right come from The fight 
against racism, the first pictorial 
history of Asian and Afro-Caribbean 
struggles in Britain, published by 
the Institute of Race Relations. 

‘Black history’ writes the IRR, 
‘should not be_ restricted to 
information about the countries 
from which black people came, or to 
the lives of a few black heroes or 
heroines. Black history has been 
made here, in Britain by whole 
communities — it is a history which 
needs to be recognised both on its 
own account and as a contribution 
to the history of working people 
generally’. 

The fight against racism, the 
fourth in a series of educational 
books for young people, shows in 
words and pictures how Asians and 
Afro-Caribbean people have 
resisted and organised against 
racism in Britain since the Second 
World War. 

Drawing on leaflets, posters, 
news-sheets and pamphlets from 
within black communities as well as 
over 130 photographs, the book not 
only recalls well known milestones 
in black resistance, but also charts 
the lesser known history. 

The fight against racism is 
available c/o Searchlight, 37b New 
Cavendish Street, London W1 price 
£3.50, plus 45p p&p. 
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The ‘dirty little war’ against anyone and 
everyone who dares speak out against 
racism continues. But this time it’s 
Christians fighting for racial justice 
who are under attack. 

On the 2.10.86 the Daily Mail carried 
both an article entitled ‘Take to Streets Call 
by Priest’ and an editorial headed ‘Witch 
hunt’. The priest in question is the Rev Ken 
Leech who, according to the Mail, once 
advocated the legalisation of marijuana, 
worked in the East End of London and 
amongst drug addicts in Soho. Obviously, 
anyone who works in such a dedicated way 
is grist to the Mail’s mill. ‘Father Leech’ is 
portrayed as phlegmatic and ranting, the 
leader of a barbarous anti-racist inquisition 
against anyone in the Church who does not 
share his views on racism. 

The attack was brought about by the 
publication of Anglicans and racism, a 50- 
page transcript of the address, reports and 
recommendations made at the Balsall 
Heath Consultation in 1986 (Ken was just 
one of the contributors, but presumably the 
Mail couldn’t think of anything juicy to say 
about the others). In fact the report is 
hardly a blue-print for revolution; rather it 
is a thoughtful document arguing, amongst 
other things, that the Church should show 
its commitment to the multicultural society 
by allowing black Christians to participate 
in its decision making and that the struggle 
for racial justice in the Church must not be 
divorced from the struggle against racism in 
the streets. The Mail ends up by stating that 
Synod member Peter Bruinvels (that well- 
known man of peace whose ideas on 
Christian humanitarianism extend to 
advocating the return to capital 
punishment for lesser mortals) will soon be 
challenging the report. 

One suspects that for the Daily Mail the 





Young black people are being treated 
more harshly by the juvenile courts 
than white people, according to a 
recent study carried out in the east 
London borough of Hackney. 


The study, by Jonathan Tipler of 
Hackney Council’s social services 
department, also found that young black 

‘people were much less likely than their 
white counterparts to be given a caution by 
the police and were more likely to be 
charged. This confirms the findings of 
previous research covering the whole of 
London. 

The study also found that while more 
than half the white youths who pleaded not 
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idea that the Church should not deal solely 
with matters of abstraction but with real 
issues of racism was nothing short of 
sacrilege. Similarly the editors of the Times 
Educational Supplement seem to have been 
shocked by the idea that the school does not 
exist in isolation, and that teachers have a 
responsibility to recognise issues of racism 
in society. In an introductory essay in a 
symposium entitled Primary matters: some 


approaches to equal opportunities in 
primary school, Rehana Minhas, a 
divisional coordinator for multiethnic 


education argues for just that. Teachers 
“must question the relevance of the school 
curriculum and acknowledge our pupils’ 
experience of racism/sexism/class bias”, 
says Ms Minhas and she goes on to throw 
out a series of illuminating questions in 
order to reveal hidden stereotypes many 
teachers hold about Asian and Afro- 
Caribbean children. But this was too much 
for the TES. On the 29.8.86 they carried an 
editorial attacking her “ranting tone” and 
concluding “that this is emphatically not the 
way to raise consciousness”. 





CBI report on St Pauls 


Only weeks before the St Paul’s ‘riot’ in 
September, the Confederation of 
British Industry put forward its 
analysis of and answers to the problems 
facing the black people of the area. 


A working party set up in October 1985 
to look at the effect of unemployment in 
causing “social unrest” claimed that much 
of the unrest was associated with a “limited 
number, perhaps between 300 and 800”, of 
unemployed young male Afro-Caribbeans. 
They were unemployed, the report implies, 
not because there was no work, nor 
because they were discriminated against, 
but because they could not hold down jobs, 
referred by the report as “the high 
incidence of job loss”. They then drifted 
towards the “existing hard core of young 
unemployed, and to self-feeding discontent 
and alienation . . . often accompanied by a 
disinclination to integrate with the 
surrounding white community”. 

The problems, in other words, are of 
black people’s own making. This is 
underlined in an account appended to the 


guilty in the juvenile court were acquitted, 
this was true of only 30 per cent of the 
young blacks pleading not guilty. Some 
people might argue that this simply shows 
that young blacks are more likely to ‘try it 
on’ and to enter frivolous not guilty pleas, 
but Tipler found no evidence to support 
this idea. 

Most important, perhaps, the Hackney 
study found that black people were treated 
more harshly when it came to sentencing. 
Low sentence options, such as conditional 
discharges and fines, were used less 
frequently, while high sentence options, 
such as custody, were used more 
frequently. Even the apparently lenient 
sentencing of young blacks who were 


report of one employer’s attempts to 
recruit apprentices. The black applicants, 
this employer complains, were late for 
interviews, did not appear to care if they 
got the job or not and so on. What’s more, 
they laughed when approached on these 
subjects. 

Although the working party admits that 
there might be some discrimination against 
black people applying for jobs or against 
those in work, it does not see the answer to 
the problems of St Paul’s in tackling this. 
Rather, it suggests that the answer lies in an 
end to the area as it is or, as it puts it, “the 
dispersal of the concentration of blacks”. 
To this end it recommends that the first 
priority of any funds available should not be 
the physical improvement of the area. 
Instead, efforts should be made to create 
jobs outside the St Paul’s area which would 
attract the “immigrant communities”. 


Thus, it would appear, the real problems 
facing black people*in St Paul’s — police 
harassment, poor housing, poverty, and so 
on, none of which are mentioned in the 
report — would disappear at a stroke. 


appearing in court for the first time merely 
reflected the greater underuse _ of 
cautioning for this group. 

The Hackney study is the first account of 

how young black people are treated by the 
juvenile justice system. To a considerable 
extent it substantiates what young black 
people — and youth workers — have been 
saying for years: that juvenile justice is no 
justice at all or, at best, white justice. The 
survey should be replicated in other areas 
to provide a fuller picture of this important 
subject. 
@ Is Justice Colour Blind? by Jonathan 
Tipler, is available from the Directorate of 
Social Services, London Borough of 
Hackney, Mare Street, London E8. 
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area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


RACIAL ATTACKS 


Three attacked by ‘marauding mob’ 


Three young black men were attacked by a 
‘marauding mob’ of about 40 whites in what 
police describe as “a totally unprovoked attack”. 
One of the black men was admitted to hospital 
with serious stab wounds in the chest; another was 
stabbed in the stomach and had puncture wounds 
through his bowels. The third suffered facial cuts 
and was saved from further injury by a police 
officer who drew his truncheon when he and the 
young men were surrounded by 10 of the mob. 
The attack took place as the three left a party at a 
hall in Mitcham, south London. One man has so 
far been charged in connection with the attack. 
(London Standard 29.9.86) 


Protest to police over attacks 


Waltham Forest police are accused of turning a 
blind eye to racial attacks in the London Borough, 
in a toughly-worded protest letter delivered by the 
Pakistan Welfare Society. The letter complains 
about constant harassment from a gang of 
teenagers and warns that Asian people will soon 
have no alternative but to take the law into their 
own hands. (Waltham Forest Yellow Advertiser 
12.9.86) 


EMPLOYMENT 


Woodwork teacher’s sacking ‘fair’ 


An industrial tribunal has ruled that the sacking 
from his job at a north-west London school of a 
woodwork technician who wrote ‘wogland’ across 
an Asian pupil’s map of India was fair.(Guardian 
25.9.86) 


Wages clerk guilty of racial harassment 


A wages clerk employed by Haringey Council, 
who used the word ‘Paki’ to upset an Asian 
woman who said she found the word offensive, has 
lost her claim for unfair dismissal. Mrs Shirley 
Scott also left a banana-shaped pen on the 
woman’s desk and called another black woman a 
‘monkey’ and a ‘nigger’. Mrs Scott denied the pen 
incident was racist and said she had been using it 
to make a Carmen Miranda-style hat decorated 
with plastic fruit, for a fancy dress charity 
function. (Guardian 24.9.86) 


Deportation lifted on adopted child 


Two-year-old Khuram Azad from Pakistan can 
stay in Britain pending the outcome of adoption 
proceedings brought by his childless aunt and 
uncle in Bradford. Immigration minister, David 
Waddington, said the difficulties in this case 
would never have arisen if the boy’s aunt and 
uncle, Mr and Mrs Khaliq had applied for entry 
clearance for him in the proper way. (Guardian 
18.9.86) Hundreds of white couples who breach 
immigration laws by bringing adopted babies 
from the Third World face few problems with 
immigration control. Referring to Khuram 
Azad’s case, Mr Tony Hall, director of British 
Agencies for Adoption and Fostering said: “I don’t 





know of any white couple adopting from overseas 
who have been treated this way’. (Observer 
14.9.86) 


More evidence of bias in criminal justice system 


Probation officers must share some of the blame 
for disproportionate sentences imposed on black 
offenders, argues a new report from the National 
Association for the care and Resettlement of 
Offenders (NACRO). Probation officers make 
fewer recommendations to the courts for 
supervision in the community therefore black 
offenders are more likely to be given custodial 
sentences. The report also looks at recent Home 
Office surveys (see Searchlight 135) which show 
black defendants are more likely to be gaoled 
longer and earlier in their criminal careers than 
white offenders, and makes a number of 
recommendations for each part of the criminal 
justice system. (Guardian 30.9.86) 


Union to review policy on racial equality 


The Amalgamated Engineering Union, with the 
help of the CRE, is planning a thorough overhaul 
of its policy on racial discrimination. A new 
training package is being prepared for the union’s 
officials which will make them more aware of 
what they can do to combat racial discrimination 
at work. The union came into conflict with the 
CRE in 1979 when a Commission report on racial 
discrimination at British Leyland found that AEU 
members had put pressure on management to 
discriminate against black workers. The CRE’s 
latest annual report said the union had still made 
little progress to combat discrimination. 
(Financial Times 5.8.86) 


POLICE 


Officer on duty despite damages offer 





A police officer accused of sexual assaults on two 
women is still at work despite an offer of damages 
to one of them. Ms Adebola Makenjuola, a 
student from Nigeria, has refused the offer and is 
pressing for a civil action for assault, but her 
solicitor has been denied access to several vital 
police documents. Both the assault against Ms 
Makenjuola and another woman were 
investigated internally by a complaints bureau 
which has submitted reports to the DPP, but no 
charges were made against the officer. Both 
assaults have common features: a man claiming to 
be a police officer called at the homes of the 
women on the pretext of checking their 
immigration status. He then made threats of 
deportation to both women and demanded ‘sexual 
favours’ as an ‘insurance policy’. In Ms 
Makenjuols’s case, he allegedly took her into her 
bedroom, performed a strip search and forced her 
to submit to anal intercourse. (Guardian 22.8.86) 


Police ‘still show bias’ 


According to a recent Home Office report, police 
officers continue to treat black people with greater 
suspicion and hostility than whites. The report, 
based on nearly 1,000 encounters between the 
police and the public in major cities, calls for 
alternative and better tactics in training. 
Although incidents of overt racist behaviour were 
rarely observed, there were several accounts of 
racist language used by officers or views highly 
critical of black people. One officer told 
researchers who asked why he had stopped and 
searched two black youths running home from 
school: ‘*. . . it’s because I thought to myself, 
‘what right have those two black guys got to be 
there’ ” (Guardian 7.8.86) 


Conditions in police cells criticised 


Representatives of the Lambeth Panel of Lay 
Visitors to police stations have criticised 


conditions at three police stations in which people — 
were held after raids in Brixton. They wanted to 
know why suspects at Kennington police station 
were held five to a cell and why those at Bow Street 
were not allowed to contact their relatives or 
solicitors for more than six hours. At Southwark, 
the criticism was over lack of food: none was being 
prepared on the premises and it had to be brought 
over from Greenwich. (London Standard 1.8.86) 


Drugs raid on police station 


Scotland Yard detectives with sniffer dogs carried 
out a raid on Brixton police station after 
allegations by members of the black community 
that plain-clothes officers had searched young 
black people, seized drugs and sold them back to 
pushers. One complainant promised to provide a 
full report on these incidents but failed to turn up 
at the agreed time. But the head of the area’s 
police, Deputy Assistant Commissioner Robert 
Hunt, decided that senior officers had no option 
but to investigate the claims and the raid went 
ahead. Nothing was found but local officers are 
still furious. (Daily Mail 26.9.86) 


IMMIGRATION 


Adopted boy to be deported 


A Bradford couple have been told that their 2- 
year-old adopted son will be deported, despite 
appeals to let him remain permanently. Mr Abdul 
Khaliq and his wife adopted his brother and 
sister-in-law’s son, but when they arrived back in 
Britain the child was only given permission to stay 
for two months. Mrs Khaliq has now gone into 
hiding with their son. (Guardian 1.9.86 and 
8.9.86) 


Visas introduced 


Visitors to Britain from India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Ghana and Nigeria will soon be 
required to obtain visas before travelling to 
Britain. The Home Office say the changes are due 
to frequent delays and queues which have put 
increased strain on immigration staff and 
accommodation. But Mr. Alan Beith, Liberal 
spokesperson on foreign affairs pointed out that 
no veisa requirement was being imposed on 
visitors from South Africa. He said the 
government should deal with delays at airports by 
providing adequate facilities not by imposing a 
rule which could not be interpreted as “anything 
other than racial prejudice’’. (Times 2.9.86) 


Player deported in error 


The Home Office has paid £520 compensation and 
has apologised to Gravesend CRC after wrongly 
deporting an Indian sportsman in July. Mr 
Rashpal Singh had been flown by the CRC from 
India to play for the Guru Nank Kabbadi Club in 
Gravesend but was held on arrival at Heathrow 
and, despite the intervention of local Conservative 
MP Tim Brinton, was deported the following day. 
(Telegraph 16.8.86) 


HEALTH 





Discrimination over rare diseases screening 


Screening for inherited diseases such as beta- 
thalassaemia and sickle-cell is left to individual 
health authorities which makes for patchy 
provision and allegations of discrimination by 
those affected, said a leading research fellow, Dr 
Pamela Constantinides, during a debate at the 
recent conference of the British Association for 
the Advancement of Science. Some health 
authorities labelled these diseases as rare or exotic 
and failed to respond adequately. This was unfair, 
she said, since there is routine screening at birth 
for extremely rare diseases such as 
hypothyroidism. (Guardian 4.9.86) 
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THEY’VE ioe oS lig 


1958: Mosley’s back. Notting Hill race 1969: The Natiohal Front and Powslliem 1980s: British Movement seducing the 
riots. takes to the streets. young. 


AND NOR SHALL WE 


We need you to help keep the searchlight focused on 
the fascists 


Searchlight has now been published for over ten years. We are now expanding the 
distribution and circulation of Searchlight so that more people are kept in touch with the 
anti-fascist movement. 


In order for us to achieve this, we need people who can join sales teams or set up a Sales 
team in their area. 


If you can help us please telephone 
0663 43599 now! 


*DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ‘ON ALL LARGE ORDERS* 


A new book from Searchlight Publishing 


NEW RIGHT, NEW RACISM 


by Paul Gordon and Francesca Klug 


A look at the ideas of Britain's 
new racist right 


Available in paperback at £3. (p+p 30p) 
from Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish St, 
London W1M 8&JR 


Siete pamphlets 


Paychology. Biden aha Fascism 50p (p+p 21 p) 
Terror on the Terraces 25p (p+p17p) 
The Murderers are amongst us £1 (inc. p+p) 
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Be ‘ore the split: left to right, Nick Griffin, Pat H 


By January 1986, it appears, the knives 
were out. Anderson wanted to get Griffin. 
Wingfield would not obey orders and 
Pearce played both sides against the middle 
by telling them that he agreed with them 
both. As the plot thickened, Wingfield, 
Anderson, Brons, Nash and Acton got 
ready for open warfare against Griffin, the 
“political soldier” Derek Holland and he of 
the long leather overcoat, Patrick 
Harrington. 

Also fluttering around was the sinister 
figure of Steve Brady, a man never trusted 
by anybody. His garrulousness is not 
thought to have helped the NF’s internal 
problems. Anderson, too, has a well- 
deserved reputation for being an inveterate 
gossip. 

Not that Griffin never tells tales. He 
admits candidly that Paul Nash was in 
possession of the stolen ‘Mandela Way’ 
street sign, that Roger Denny carried 
cannabis, that a certain Kent nazi was 
involved with shotguns and bomb threats 
and that Joe Pearce has a drink problem. 
He hints that Anderson is suicidal. We take 








